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ARLY iIn August the great Moscow
dally Ievestiya published a literary
supplement surveying the past

achievements of al! the publishing agencles
of tha republic and thelr plans for the fall
season. The plans are very ambitious and
on a rather staggering scale. As for the
past performances, they are after all per-
baps more than what one could expect, In
view of the prevalling Iindustrial condi-
tions. As one reaids the varlous hihlios-ﬂ
raphies and examines the volumes which
find their way from Jifferent parts of Rus-
sia Into this country one has a lively sense
of the initiation of a busy reconstruction
period.

Naturally enough the supplement gives
the greatest amount of space to the Gosiz-
dat (State Publishing House). An inter-
view with Its director is prioted here, in
which he states that the shift to the new
sconomic policy of private enterprise has
not had the expectsd effect on the publish-
ing trade. Private publishers have not
supplanted the State's organization. As a
matter of fact the activities of the Goslzdat
are on the increase. This he accounts for
by the fact that in the publishing business
the necessary capital is larger than what
private persons in Russia can lnvest and
the returns on the investment are slow.
Tha attitude of the Goslzdat toward such
private publishers as exist is not, on the
whole, unfriendly. In carrying out its own

projetariat.” In view of the reorganization
of the universities, the textbooks for the
higher education also need revision. The
work of rewriting these hundreds of wol-
umes j& going steadily forward. Half of
the 340 contracts for new books recently
signed by the Gostzdat are for school books.
Rigid supervision over the texts used In
the classrooms [s one of the means where-
by mm exercises absolute contral over
edu n.

oL

Another important fleld of activity for
the Gosizdat is the publication of scientific
literature, Three series of sclentific books
have been begun, One s devoted to the
description of Russlan territory. with spe-
clal attention to Its natural resources. The
second series will include the classics of
natural science, and the third will consist
of monographs on the probleme of modern
sclence. In collaboration with the Russian
Academy of Sclences, the Gosizdat will
handle a large work describing the present
state and the recent achlevements of Rus-
sian science and technology. This very
important work will be edited by an au-
tonomous body, created by the decrecs of
the Commissariat for Eduecation, gromul-
gated July 14 and August 2, and is to be
issued in Russian, English and German.
Among the individual ecientific treatises
which the Gosizdat has recently accepted
for publication is a work by the famous
sclentist, Prof. I. P. Pavior, entitled
“Twenty Years' Experimentation in the
Objective Study of the Behavior of the

exiensive projects it goes so far as to
farm out among the more substantial its|
surplus work. At the same time it gives |
no support to such private firms as seek
large profits by putting out unwholasome
trash for popular consumption.
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The Communists, however, are thor-
oughly alarmed by the advent of private
publishers. Im a speech delivered by Zino-
viav before the All-Russian Conference of
the Communist party and reported in
Isvestiya August 9, the pumber of such
private firms in Moscow = estimated at
337 and in Petrograd as 8§3. The Soviet
leader must have based his figures on a
very generous Interpretation of the term
“publisher,” treating publishers of maga-
zines on o par with poblishing houses. He
views this situation with apprehension.
“In a single year,” he says, referring to
these facts, “the bourgeolsie has succeeded
in outflanking us and M scoring a definite
victory.” Further, he declares himself In
agreement with the opinion of an outside
observer to the effect that literature in

Higher Animals™

These are little more than plans and
promises. For actual accomplishments In
the way of publishing scientific lternture
one must turn to the private firms. It is

to such a firm, for example, that we owe |

the ponderous volume on “Collective Re-
flexology™ by the foremost Russian neu-
rologist, Bekhterev, and Sorokin’s import-
ant contribution to sociological literature
Also most of the works of literary scholar-
ship, as, for instance, the recent additions
to Pushkiniana, can be traced to the door
of the private publisher.

The Gosizdat is the publisher of the
large literary masazine Kresnayn Nov

bibuographical and critical review The
Press and the Revolution. Tt also issues
two reviews devoted to the history of the
revolutionary movement In Russia and the

Communist revolution. Further, it is

planning the publication of a review dedi-|

cated to the arts, Before the war about
elghty scientific and techmnieal journals
wera issued in Russia. Accorling to the
interview mentioned above, the list of these

Russia “is frecing itself from the dlctator-
ship of the proletariat and is often poisoned |

by a quite explicit hatred for the Soviet | Ately. Several of these special publications thus:

power.” To counteract the influgnee of|
the bourgeols publications the eleventh |
cenvention of the Communist party passed |
a resolution regarding the necessity [u\"i
broadening out the publishing activities of |
the party. Specifically they plan to issue
a great deal of anti-religious and Marxinn
literature, JIn the first half of the current
year the party agency, known as the Red
Virgin Soll Publishing House, issuned 114
titles, 1,733,900 copiea in all

Turning to the achievements and proj-
ects of the Gosizdat, one finds first of all
that it is coping with the tramendous task
of providing textbooks that will satisfy
the new educational requirements. It must
be remembered that the elementary and
secondary &chools of the usual type have
been nominally replaced in Russia by the
so-calied “work schools™ Here textbooks
of the ordinary variety are unnecessary,
inasmuch as the pupil, theoretically speak-
ing, learns not through Instruction, but
through actual experience. The books re-
quired in swch a system are reference
works, methodological manuals for the use
of the temching staff, and popular science
for supplementary reading rather than for
Msudy. As a matter of fact, such a thaorough
revision of the sducational system in Rus-
da remains a piem desideratwm. Very
few volumes of the required type have
been published. Unable to secure the new |
achool books, the Gosizdat has been forced
10 resort to & compromise. For the coming
sohool year it has published editions of
old texthooks revised In accordance with
the official philosophy. This philosophy
fevestiya describes rather vaguely as "“ma-
terjalism in nature and history” and em-
phasis on "the revolutionary role of the

| to bellesletires has been formulated

periodicals has been revised and some
twenty of them will be resugned Immedi-

have already been revived under the revo-
hationary aegis. The historical field
richest In this rvespect. Here one finds
sevéral new reviews of the highest stand-
ard of scholarship. One of the most recent
additions to the journala of speclal scope
Is The New Fast, issued by the Soclety for
the Study of the Orient. The political im-

s the

port of Russia’s interest in the East is
obvious. The opening editorinl of this

magazine insists that Moscow la the Mecea
for the enslaved nations of the Orient. A
knowledge of the East, the editor argues,
is therefore incumbent upon Russia, “upon
whom history has imposed the responsible
mission of being the teacher and leader of
backward peoples in their strugsle for
emancipation.”
Iv.

Belleslettres are not fgnored by the
Gostzdat, although most of the imaginative
prose and the thin sheaves of verse I|n
papar covers are issued by professi

al

attention. Three volumés of the thirty-
two volume edition of the works of Marx
and Engels have already appeared. Le-
nine's writings are to be published in
twenty volumes, five of which are now on
sale, It is characteristic that the works of
the chlef exponents of the materialistic
philosophy are singled out for early publi-
cation.

Aslde from the Gosizdat and the private
firms one must also take Into account the
publishing activities of the various depart-
ments of the Government, as, for example,
the Commissariats, the Supreme Council
of National Economy, the Central Statisti-
cal Committee, &¢. Then there are the co-
operatives, which issue chiefly works on
economics, and the various assoclations of
authors which have been mentioned in an.
other connection, and which bring out
imaginative writings for the most part.
Finally, there is the extensive literature
izsued beyond the Russian frontier by
emigres,

V.

By far the most valuable and lasting

UNANIMOUS: All over ihe country
this splendid story is recelving the
moat  enth fe pralse. It Is a

regular Rex Beach tale—many people

the best he ever wrote.
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“There are burning oil wells
and big floods. There are
wild-cat swindles and bif op-
erations that are wholly legit-
imate. And always there is
the vivid picture of the Texas
oil country, splashed on a big
canvas but with no detail ne-
glected. It is an enthralling
R i B
ev er th ac-
ti:l:.!—fh Boston Herald.
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contribution of the emigres is in the nature

of memoirs. Ministers without Cabinets,
Generals without armies, diplomats with-
out governments, professors without
chairs, statesmen without a state, turn
their idle energies to recording their ex-
periences during the revolution. If these
reminiscences are not i®sued between cov-
ers they find their way into the so-called
“Archives of the Russian Revolution,” a
Russian publication issued in Berlin under
the editorship of 1. V. Hessen, or into the
pages of the monthly Russian Thought,
published In Prague.

Five large volumes of the "Archives"
| have appeared to date, They contain a great
deal of substantial material, bearing chiefly
on the givil war. According to the odltur.|
the aim of the publication is to furnish
| source material for a true history of the
| revolution.

As a matter of fact, we have
here almost exclusively the viewpoint of |
|tthm¢- who are out of sympathy with the |
present regime, so that one must trust the
future historian to steer a middle course

| (Red Virgin Soil) and of the equally large | between history as it was written in these |

“Archives" and as it appears in such Soviet
Ivubilmdms as “The Proletariat Revolu-
| tion," “The Red Archives” and so forth.

You will believe in Alexis
Triona, wonder at his rest-
less genius, understand his
strength and wuknus‘!ra-
joice in his ultimate hap-
when you read

The Tale of
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I' Perhaps the most telling and certainly tha
most Interesting stuff in the collection is
unpretentious narratives and diaries deal-
ing with daily life in Revolutionary Russia,
A fairly typical example i8 presented by
| Prof. Donskoy’s story of his flight from
| Moscow to Berlin. This was originally
written for the family records and Is ad-
dressed to his baby grandehild. It opens
“My dear Lodochka: On a wintry
| evening In 1620, when you were not vet
| 2 years old, T sat with you in an unhented
room in a small house one of the sub- |
urbs of the city of Minsk. Dusk was fall-
| Ing. Your mother and your Eranny were
fumbling over the stove and you, in .'1!
warm coit and a hat (sic), snuggled in my:
arms. . . It was that evening that 1
resolved to describe in detail our flight
from Moscow and the circumstances which
led m¢ to leave Russia, so that when you
grow up and learn how to read and under-
stand what you read you may decide for
yourself whether or not your grandfather
did right when he carried you away (rom
Russia.” There i5 a similar narrative, writ-
ten by Gen. Wrangel's mother for her
grandchildren, describing her life in Petro-
grad from 1918 to 1920. Volume IV. con-
talns a study of the last days of the old |
lregimo by Alexander Blok, the late poet, |
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aasociations of writers and also by private
publishers, The State firm has begun the
publication of a new and elaborate edition
of Pushkin. This Is the commencement of
a series of Russian literary classics. The
general polley of the Gosizdat with regard
by
its director thus: “The State Publishing
House will not single out any definite lit-
erary group and will willingly assist any
vital movement. We shall, however, as-
sume an invariably negative attitude
toward all manifestations of the mysticism
and the hopelessness which has seized that
part of our intelligentsin which cannot for-
get the bourgeols order.”
Naturally enough. the section
nomiec-political literature

of eco-

receives much

| THE SUNNY SIDE

author of “If I May
Road,” ete.
funny, genial and kindly” and

A collection of essays, skits and verses from Punch

by the

,"' “Not That It Matters,” “The Dover
The Erening Post described him as

; “dryly
his esiays as “‘composed of

drollery shot through with common sense.”
This is the first American edition, limited to 1
with a preface written especially for his

,500 copies,
American readers by

A. A. MILNE

Price $3.50. A regular edition at $2.00 will follow at once.  Postage extra.
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